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Early Years Foundation Stage

The EYFS has 7 key areas separated into prime areas and specific areas. In Acorn class, we aim to 

cover all these areas through a play-based curriculum. We provide a  mixture of  child initiated play 

and adult led play based learning experiences to deliver the EYFS curriculum. 

Our Approach
• Maths and literacy focus mornings (x2 each week)

• 15-25min daily phonic sessions

• Foundation subjects covered in the afternoon

• Topics that umbrella our learning each half  term. 

• Weekly PE session

• Continuous access to indoor and outdoor learning 

environments 



Early Years Foundation Stage

Prime Areas
These are important because they lay the 

foundations for children’s success in all other 

areas of  learning and of  life.

• Communication and language

• Physical development

• Personal, social and motional development



Early Years Foundation Stage

Specific Areas
These provide a range of  experiences and 

opportunities for children to broaden their 

knowledge and skills.

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding of  the world

• Expressive arts and design



Early Years Foundation Stage
Characteristics of  Effective Learning

These are the ways in which your child engages with other people and the environment. They 

underpin learning and development across all areas of  development and support your child to 

remain an effective and motivated learner.
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Outdoor/Indoor Play 
At All Saints’ this is a priority; Young children need to feel safe and secure and they also need to be 

motivated. Children need to have access to a stimulating learning environment which will encourage them 
to explore, investigate and learn through first-hand experience. We believe it is essential to view the 
outdoor and indoor area as one learning environment. Therefore the children have opportunities for 
uninterrupted play and to select activities both indoors and out. Many of  the children choose to play 

outside and opportunities are replicated in and out. Children create, do number work, write and 
investigate across the environment. 



Planning 
In each area there are Early Learning Goals which describe the expectations that we would hope the 
majority of  children would reach by the end of  the Early Years Foundation Stage. We recognise that each 
child is an individual and we use our knowledge and observations of  the children to plan activities that 
will interest and engage them while allowing each child to achieve objectives from the curriculum. Topics  
have included: 

Our World 
Celebrations
Amazing Animals 
Food Glorious Food
Superheroes
Minibeasts

Topics change each half  term and will often take different routes depending on the children’s current 
interests. Children in Acorn class vote on what theme their role play area would like to take for the 
following half  term. 
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Understanding of  the World
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Expressive Arts and Design



Forest Schools

Forest School is an 

adaptable, flexible approach 

to learning outside and is an 

approach that can allow 

practitioners to shape 

teaching methods to an 

individual’s learning style.

At All Saints we offer forest 

school sessions to every 

class led by a qualified 

Forest School leader. 



Tapestry
Using a piece of  educational software called Tapestry every child has their own online individual 

learning journal. Using Tapestry, parents are:

• Able to log in and see the learning their child is doing.

• Able to see where their child is being assessed in accordance with the EYFS.

• Able to upload any learning children do outside of  school.

We feel this is a fantastic way to celebrate children’s achievements both in and outside of  school. 



Assessment
When your child enters Acorn class in September, we spend the first few weeks observing your 

child and carrying out our own baseline assessments. 

We carry out continuous observations of  your child throughout the year which is documented in 

your child’s learning journey on Tapestry. 

Throughout the year there will be 2 parents evenings where you will meet with your child’s 

teacher to discuss their progress and well-being.

An interim report is sent out at the beginning of  the spring term. 

Reports will be sent out at the end of  the year informing you of  your child’s attainment and where 

they are in relation to the Early Learning Goals (ELG) – for example, whether they have made 
Good Level of  Development (GLD).


