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Relative Clauses 
Let’s start with a simple sentence.
• A simple sentence has one main clause = subject + verb.
• A simple sentence must make sense on its own.

Example: The Jabberwocky is a carnivore. He has teeth like daggers.

Why don’t we 
add some 

extra 
information?



Relative Clauses 
Ok, still 
rather 

simple. How 
could we 

improve it?

Let’s make it a complex sentence. A 
complex sentence has at least one 
subordinate clause, plus a main 

clause. The subordinate clause must 
have it’s own subject and verb. The 
subordinate clause does not make 

sense on it’s own.

The Jabberwocky is carnivore. He has teeth like daggers.

The second sentence adds some information to the first one, so we can add 
it to the simple sentence to make a complex sentence, like this…. 

The Jabberwocky, who has teeth like daggers, is a carnivore.



Relative Clauses 
We’ve dropped in a relative clause!
A relative clause gives us extra information about the noun in the main clause. It is 
connected to the main clause by a relative pronoun. We’ve replaced the pronoun in 
the second sentence with the relative pronoun- who.

The Jabberwocky is a carnivore. He has teeth like daggers.

main clause

Relative pronoun

The Jabberwocky, who has teeth like daggers, is a carnivore. 

Relative clause

• Relative clauses add information to a sentence using relative pronouns.
• A relative pronoun is usually seen in a sentence at the beginning of a relative 

clause.
• A relative clause functions as an adjective, modifying nouns and pronouns. 
• A relative clause starts with either a relative adverb (where, when) or a 

relative pronoun (that, who, whom, whose, which).



Relative Clauses 

The claws, which were sharp as 
knives, were made for hunting.

This is a dangerous creature 
that everyone in the Tulgey 

Wood is afraid of.

Can you 
identify the 

relative 
pronouns?

The following are examples of sentences that have relative clauses 
starting with relative pronouns. 
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