
Optional English Task 

I’m conscious that I might be overloading the children’s writing stamina and motivation this week and 
the last thing I want to do is to put them off their writing. I know it’s already a struggle to get them to 
do the writing at home. In school we are lucky, because they don’t really get the choice. They have to 
do it!  

If there’s one thing that I’ve noticed through this lockdown, it’s how lucky I am to be able to work with 
children and be around their buzzing ideas, enthusiasm and general love of life. This week, just by having 
some children in school, I’ve been able to get to know children more through having conversations with 
them, finding out about their likes, dislikes, interests, family, etc. an opportunity that sometimes goes 
missed due to the speed of learning and endless things we have to get done, ticked off and accounted 
for. 

The optional English task is a chance to enable your child to think about the world as we currently know 
it. Not necessarily England, or their village, but the world.  

This task is called ‘If I had super-powers, how would I change the world?’ 

 

Today, I would like your child to mind-map all the different things they wish they could change about 
the world. It’s a great chance to think about current affairs, climate, problems, etc. but also a chance for 
them to show what they think about the world. 

You may find they wouldn’t change anything, but some of your children may have some quite insightful 
ideas that could be shared. 

Here are a few that they might suggest, or you could even discuss/suggest with them. 

 I would make coronavirus disappear and everything to go back to normal. 
 I would make sure all the animals in the world were safe forever. 
 I would stop people from being unkind to each other. 
 I would make sure everyone was treated the same. 
 I would make spending time as a family at least once a week (or two weeks, or a month – 

depends how your lockdown is going) a law. 
 I’d make hugging mummy/daddy a rule every morning and every evening so everyone was 

happy. 
 I would buy Mr N a massive, massive house and fill it with loads of adult juice and cars so he 

has a different one for each day of the week – just in case they’re stuck for ideas ;)  

 

Turn this into a mind-map on a blank piece of paper. Have a bit of fun with it, but also use it as a 
chance to find out what they think of the world. Most importantly, at the end of each suggestion – ask 
them why. Why have they suggested that one? 

On Friday, we’ll turn this into a short piece of writing which can be turned into a cute poster. (I’ve got it 
all prepped and ready to go!) 


