
Weather in India



The landscape

 India is made up of a wide 
variety of landscapes. It 
has wide plains like the 
Ganges Valley and high 
mountains like the 
Himalayas, which are the 
highest in the world.

 Because of this, the 
climate of India is quite 
variable. It ranges from 
permanent snowfields to 
tropical coastlands, to 
wide deserts and again to 
very fertile fields in the 
northeast.



The Asiatic Monsoon
This is the name of the great wind system which dominates 
the Indian climate. It’s completely different from wind 
systems which dominate many other countries in the world.

This is because the monsoon changes direction at different 
times of the year, whereas other wind systems tend to 
always blow in the same direction.



The monsoon season is from June to 
October

From June to October the monsoon arrives from the 
southwest.  On some mountain ranges facing the sea, rainfall 
can be very heavy indeed. The coolest, driest time over most 
of the country is from December to February, then from 
March to May the climate gets hotter and hotter until the 
monsoon arrives.



The amount of rainfall during the 
monsoon varies from year to year.

In some years the rain will be torrential; in others it will be 
quite light, in which case the monsoon will be said to have 
“failed”. 
As the summer gets hotter and hotter, people in India look 
forward to the monsoon season. Once the rain comes, the 
newspapers carry reports on how much rain has fallen and if 
the water reserves for the city are close to becoming full yet. 



Why is the monsoon season so 
important to people in India?

The monsoon rains are really important for farmers – if their 
crops do not get enough water then they will die, and then 
there will not be enough food for people to eat. 
It’s also important to people in the cities because it helps 
provide their drinking water for the rest of the year. 
The economy revolves around the monsoon. If there isn’t 
enough rain, there are less crops for farmers to sell. A lot of the 
country’s economy is based upon farming.



The monsoon in 2012 was declared a 
“failed monsoon”.

This meant that farmers were not able to grow as many crops 
and couldn’t earn enough money this year. 
As a result, some farmers were not able to pay loans back to 
the banks, which meant the banks weren’t able to lend as 
much money to other people.


