
Year 5 Reading Assessment  
Marking Scheme for Poetry

English KS2 2016



2Year 5 Reading Assessment: Poetry

 

question answer marks notes

27. What season is the poem about? Tick one box.

autumn 1

Content domain: 2d - make inferences from the text/
explain and justify inferences with evidence from the 
text.

Award 1 mark for the correct option indicated.

28. In line 29 the author uses ‘white bedclothes’ to refer to what? Tick one box.

snow 1

Content domain: 2d - make inferences from the text/
explain and justify inferences with evidence from the 
text.

Award 1 mark for the correct option indicated.

29.
The poet uses the words ‘frolicked’ and ‘danced’ to describe the leaves. 
What do these words tell you about the way the leaves moved?

Responses that interpret both 
frolicked and danced.

2

Content domain: 2a - give/explain the meaning of 
words in context.

Award 2 marks for responses that interpret both 
frolicked and danced.

Acceptable points for frolicked:

• joy/happiness

• scampered, romped, tripped, pranced, leaped, 
sprung, hopped, jumped, bounced

Acceptable points for danced:

• skipped, pranced, romped, jigged, whirled, 
twirled, swayed

Do not award marks for references to the leaves 
blowing in the wind.

30.
Find and copy two sentences from the poem that show the relationship of the tree to the leaves to be 
similar to a parent and child relationship.

• ‘The great Tree to his children said.’

• ‘It is quite time you went to bed.’

• ‘Dear Father Tree, behold our grief.’

• ‘Come, children all, to bed,” he 

cried.’

• ‘Good-night, dear little leaves” he 

said.’

Up to 2

Content domain: 2b - retrieve and record information/ 
identify key details from fiction and non-fiction.

Award 1 mark for each sentence up to a maximum of 
two marks.

• ‘The great Tree to his children said’

• ‘It is quite time you went to bed’

• ‘Dear Father Tree, behold our grief’

• ‘Come, children all, to bed,” he cried’

• ‘Good-night, dear little leaves” he said’



31.
The poet uses personification to make the leaves seem alive.
Find and copy two sentences from the poem that show this.

• ‘Ah!” begged each silly, pouting leaf,’

• ‘To the great Tree the leaflets clung,’

• ‘Frolicked and danced and had their 

way,’

• ‘Whispering all their sports among, 

Perhaps the great Tree will forget 

And let us stay until the spring 

If we all beg and coax and fret.’

• ‘And from below each sleepy child 

Replied “Good-night,” and murmured, 

“It is so nice to go to bed.” ’

Up to 2

Content domain: 2b - retrieve and record information/ 
identify key details from fiction and non-fiction.

Award 1 mark for each sentence up to a maximum of 
two marks.

• ‘Ah!” begged each silly, pouting leaf,’

• ‘To the great Tree the leaflets clung,’

• ‘Frolicked and danced and had their way,’

• ‘Whispering all their sports among, 
Perhaps the great Tree will forget 
And let us stay until the spring 
If we all beg and coax and fret.’

• ‘And from below each sleepy child 
Replied “Good-night,” and murmured, 
“It is so nice to go to bed.” ’

32.

‘It is so nice to go to bed.’ 

How does this compare to the way the leaves felt at the beginning of the poem?  
Explain your answer in full using evidence from the poem.

A comparison supported by a 
relevant quote from the text.

Up to 2

Content domain: 2h - make comparisons within the 
text.

Award up to 2 marks for a comparison supported by a 
relevant quote from the text. 

Award 1 mark for a comparison:

•  Answers that give detail about the leaves being 
reluctant to go to sleep at the start and wanting 
to stay up compared to feeling ready and happy 
to go to bed at the end.

• Answers that refer to the leaves not being tired 
at the beginning and tired at the end.

Award 1 mark for a relevant quote:

•  “Ah!” begged each silly, pouting leaf, 
“Let us a little longer May;

•  ‘Tis such a very pleasant day 
We do not want to go away.”

Total 10
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