
  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Acorn class!  

I hope you all had a lovely summer holiday and are looking forwa  school. This newsletter 

will give you an overview of what is happening in Acorn class and will be sent out at the beginning of each term.  

In the first two weeks of term we will concentrate on getting the children used to the new routines and surroundings of 

school life. During this time, myself, Mrs Beeton and Mrs Jackson 

learning. Following this, we will move doing a series of fun and 

exciting activities involving all areas of the EYFS curriculum. As is the ethos of the Early Years Foundation Stage 

s and interests and all our activities allow the children to play and explore 

through active learning.  

I update our class page on the school website every week- please look on there for pictures of what the class has been 

up to, what we are learning that week and also information and reminders for the following week.  

It is going to be a strange start to the new school year, but I am so excited to be in a classroom full of children again. 

We will be following the government guidelines as closely as we can whilst still maintaining a welcoming and fun 

environment for the children.  

Mrs Marsden 

What we are learning this term...  

Topic (Understanding of the World) - Thi w one 

another. 

Following this, we will look at the world we live in focusing on our school, our home, our village and our country. As 

part of this, we will also be exploring our own feelings using the storybook Our 

role-play area is a home corner, which links in with our work on our homes. We try to incorporate ICT into our topic 

sessions where we can.  As with all EYFS topics, we 

a journey of its own! 

Literacy- This term literacy will focus on phonics. After the first two weeks, we will begin our daily phonics session, 

introducing a letter sound every day and then moving the children to blending and segmenting these letters to read 

and write words.  

The letter sounds we will focus on this term are: 

s a t p i n m d g o c k 

ck e u r h b f ff l ll ss 

I will be doing a Phonics information video for you all in the first few weeks to give you more information about how 

Phonics is taught at All Saints, and how you can help at home.  

Alongside this, we will focus on pencil grip and letter formation.  We will have s and 

challenges, which focuses on building up our finger muscles to ensure we hold our pencil and form our letters correctly. 

beginning of day routine.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Show & Tell Schedule   

Show & Tell will take place on Friday 

afternoons. This is a chance for your 

child to bring in something special to 

share with the class. I have allocated 

children per week to share their object, 

so please ensure your child brings their 

show and tell only on their allocated 

date. Please can we make sure it is 

something that can fit in an A3 size zip 

wallet, as this is what we will keep 

them. They will be asked to put their 

show and tell object in their zip wallet 

at the beginning of the day and it will 

remain there until show and tell time. 

Friday 18th 
September 

Maisie, George, Jack, 
Teddy, Harper 

Friday 25th   
September 

Layla, Evalyn, Anna, 
Saffie, Noah 

Friday 2nd  
October 

Toby, Béné, Snow, 
James O, Sophia 

Friday 9th  
October 

James G, Theo, 
Morgan, Teddie, Alice 

Friday 16th   
October 

Jed, Amelia, Chloe, 
Sam, Edith 

 

 

Things to know! 

Snails/Gilly and Ziggy- We have two class pets, a pair of Giant African 

Land Snails called Turbo and Speedy. Unfortunately, we have been 

advised not to let them visit you at the weekends for the time being due 

to the current restrictions (maybe a relief to some of you!!).  

Online Learning Journeys- A letter will be sent home next week asking 

you for your permission and email addresses so we can add you to our 

Tapestry Online Learning Journey account. This will allow you to access 

 

Gilly and Ziggy- Our class toys will remain in school instead of being 

sent home at the weekends for the time being. I am hoping this will 

change as the restrictions begin to ease!  

Reading Books -For the first few weeks, we will be asking the children 

to pick a book from our class reading area. Once we have started 

learning our sounds, I will begin to send home reading books along with 

reading records. We are allowed to send home books and reading 

records as long as then they go into a 72-hour quarantine system. This 

may take some getting used to so please bear with us! Please make sure 

the reading record and reading book is in your child s book bag every 

day they are in school. 

 

What we are learning this term continued... 

Maths- Our work in Maths will include some recording but will mainly involve mental and practical activities. This 

(to 10 this 

term) during our maths session. The children will be working on counting, matching numerals to sets, sorting, 

comparing and then simple addition, including finding one more of a number. They will also be looking at 2D 

shapes, comparing size, patterns and time this term.    

Expressive Arts & Design- Art lessons will link to our topic and focus on using different techniques and materials to 

produce self-portraits, collages and pattern printing this half term. The children will take part in the weekly music 

session, where we will be focusing on beat and tempo.  

Physical Development- Our physical development (P.E) lessons will take place on Tuesday mornings. Our P.E 

sessions will be taught by Tom Bigg, our sports coach for the school and for the first term we will be focusing on 

fundamental multi-sports skills.  

Due to the government guidelines, we have decided that on P.E days the children can come to school wearing their 

P.E kits and remain in these all day. Please can you make sure that your child is wearing trainers and suitable 

outdoor P.E kit for TUESDAY and they can remain in this kit all day.  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development- 

where we will talk about feelings and how to manage them. We will also take time to talk about routines and rules 

of the classroom to help the children get settled into school life.  We will be also be introducing o  Learning 

Behaviours and our R.E scheme called the Emmanuel Project. Our R.E focus question i

  



 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Class Organisation and Routines 

I am the full time teacher for Acorn class. Our Teaching Assistants are Mrs Beeton who is with us every 

morning and all day on a Friday and Mrs Jackson who is with us every afternoon Monday to Thursday. 

Both Mrs Beeton and Mrs Jackson will be with the children during lunchtimes so they always have a 

familiar face. Mrs Sevindi will also be with the class on Tuesday afternoons during my planning time.  

Unlike previous years, parents are unable to come in to the classroom with your child due to the strict 

government guidelines. Please be assured that we are all very experienced and are familiar with helping 

children to settle in the mornings. I am prepared for tears if we do have them! We will greet you at the gate 

and once they have all arrived, we will take them over to our classroom together.  

Our drop off time in the morning is 8:50am from the big gate at the side of school.  

I have decided not to wear PPE to greet the children at the gate, as I want them to give them a warm 

smiley welcome. We will be wearing either our visor or mask when we deem it necessary during class time.  

Your child will need to bring a water bottle and book bag (or rucksack) every day and a coat as the weather 

changes. We understand that some children may want to bring in a special soft toy to comfort them in the 

first few weeks. If they do decide to do this, they will be asked to keep it in a zippy wallet in our special 

things box to keep safe but it is there for them to check on if they need it throughout the day.  

Lunch menus will be sent out and are on the windows around the school as you arrive. Your child can opt 

for the hot school lunch, vegetarian option, jacket potato or school packed lunch. I will ask this when we do 

the register in the classroom but if there is a particular thing you want your child to have that day, let us 

know when you drop off.  

At break time and afternoon snack time, we provide the children with fruit or vegetable sticks and 

sometimes savoury biscuits/bread sticks. If you want to send a snack in for break time for your child this is 

fine but please remember to adhere to our healthy school policy- no crisps, chocolate etc.  

Each child has their own pencil case in the class and their own pot of playdough. Children will be sharing 

pens, pencils and other resources at times but we will ensure that they wash their hands before and after 

use. We will be regularly washing and sanitising hands throughout the day and spraying/cleaning resources 

at the end of sessions.  

The pickup time will be at the same place as drop off from 3:00-3:15. Please make sure you arrive during 

these times as other classes are scheduled for their pick-ups after us.  

Keeping In Touch! 

As it may not always be easy to talk at drop off and pick up, I understand you may need to contact me or let me 

know a message regarding your child. 

I am happy for you to email me if you need to- my email is h.marsden@allsaintsprimary.org. However, please be 

aware that I will not be able to respond or always guarantee I can check emails during the school day so if it is 

urgent, please contact the school office instead and they will get the message to me. 

Alternatively, we will check the book bags every morning so please leave a message in there and we can pick it up 

this way. If your child comes to school on the bus, we will put a home/school liaison book in their book bag to keep 

in touch this way. 

I will also keep you updated regularly via parentmail and on our class page on the school website!   
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