
 

 Oak Class Newsletter 

Autumn Term 2020 

Welcome back 

What a strange year 2020 has been so far! We want to say a massive welcome back to 

school and into Year 1, we are very excited about our new ‘Oaks’. We hope you and your 

child had a lovely Summer and are now ready for the exciting things we have planned this 

term in year 1. 

Class organisation and routines 

Mrs Parsons will be teaching Oak class on a Monday. Mrs Bolton will teach Tuesday – 

Friday. PPA will be covered by Mrs Sevindi on a Wednesday afternoon. Mrs Guy is a full 

time TA within the class and is a lovely addition to the Oak team. Mrs Parsons will teach 

the grammar element of English on a Monday, which will then be followed up throughout 

the week.  

Unlike previous years, parents are unable to come in to the classroom with their child due 

to strict government guidelines. Please be assured that we are all very experienced in 

Year 1 and are familiar with helping children to settle in the mornings. We will do our best 

to call you to let you know they have settled if there is a problem on arrival. 

We are allowed to send books home for the children to read, along with a reading record 

(reading at home is so important in Year 1, even if just a page a day!) but books will then 

go into a 72 hour quarantine system. We ask that children do not bring anything extra to 

school in line with the covid guidelines that we have been given (other than a bottle of 

water, hat and gloves etc. when needed). Please make sure your child’s reading book and 

reading record are in their bag every day. We will check book bags every day so if you 

want to send us a note rather than an email, just pop it into the reading record. 

Children will have their own named pencil case (provided by the class) that they will use 

for their formal learning. They will also have their own pot of playdough for both dough 

gym and for when they choose to use playdough. Children will be sharing pens, pencils 

and other resources at times, but we will ensure that they wash their hands before and 

after use and that the pens and pencils are then cleaned. We will be washing our hands 

regularly throughout the day and spraying / cleaning resources at the end of the session / 

day.  

We are asking that children come to school in their PE kits on the days they are doing PE 

(Tuesday and Friday for Oak) and do not bring school clothes to change into. This will help 

to minimise cross contamination between school and home.  

Children will have a named peg where they can hang their coat. They will have a box for 

their water bottle (named please) and a box for a small book bag. 

 



 

 

Topics this term 

Geography / History – Where I live / Farming 

Science – Plants / Seasons – Autumn / Winter 

The transition between the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 can be daunting for both 

parents and children – especially this year! I want to reassure you that the transition will 

be gradual. Oak class will be building on the learning that took place in the Foundation 

stage, with plenty of learning through play opportunities both inside and in the big outside 

area that we have. We will be supporting the pace of your child’s learning needs, with the 

aim that by the end of the year, your child will be ready for the structure of Year 2. 

The main topic this term is ‘Farming’ which fits in beautifully with Science and English. We 

are going to be going on a school trip to ‘Hollowtrees Farm’ as part of our topic in early 

October. I have taken children on the trip for many years and still think it is one of the best 

trips we do at the school. There are a number of measures that have been put in place by 

the farm due to covid – date and all details to follow! 

 

Phonics  

Phonics is just as important in Year 1 as it was in Reception. We are going to spend the 

first half term revising the phase 3 sounds that the children learned with Mrs Marsden. We 

will then move onto the ‘phase 5a’ sounds listed below: 

ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, aw, wh, ph, ew, oe, au, ey, a_e, e_e, i_e, o_e, u_e 

We will update your sound pack with these digraphs after half term.  

Keep an eye on our phonics board to see which ones we will be looking at each week. You 

can find more information and games to support phonics at www.phonicsplay.co.uk and 

www.letters-and-sounds.com  

We will be holding a phonics information session for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 parents 

at some point this half term – it may well be in a virtual way, we will keep you posted! 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/


 

Reading 

Reading is such an important 

activity to do at home to support 

your child, it can make such a 

difference to their learning at this 

age. 

Your child will start to have a guided 

reading session every week where 

they are listened to by a teacher. We 

also try and listen to them 

individually on a fortnight rotation. 

 

Important Dates 

Wednesday afternoons: September 23rd and 30th 

and October 7th and 14th  - Forest School Sessions 

Thursday 8th October – Hollowtrees Farm Trip – 

details to follow! 

 

I will send details regarding Forest Schools and the 

trip nearer the time. 

Reminders 

Your child needs a named water bottle in 

school every day. As the Autumn weather 

can be very unpredictable they will also 

need a coat.   

P.E. is on a TUESDAY and FRIDAY, so your 

child needs to wear a suitable kit to school 

with trainers as foot ware. Earrings will 

need to be removed and long hair tied back 

on these days. Thank you. 

 

Keeping in touch 

Please take a look at our class page on the 

school website  

Home / school contact books for bus 

children are checked daily. 

If you have any questions or concerns 

please get in touch, either in the morning 

when you drop your child off or after school.    

 

If you have any questions or queries related to anything in this 

newsletter, then please do get in touch! 

 

 


