
  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! 

Welcome back and I hope you have all had a fun-filled Christmas break.  Acorn class have completed their first full 

term at school and I am so proud of them for how well they have settled into school life. They have amazed me in so 

many ways. I am looking forward to a spring term full of learning and fun- let us see what 2023 brings! 

Mrs Marsden 

Mrs Marsden 

What we are learning this term... 

Topic (Understanding of the World) - Spring term’s topic will be ‘Would you rather?’ and will be focusing on 

comparing places. We will begin with comparing the seasons and then focusing on winter in the UK. We will 

then be using our world map to discover places in the world that have cold climates and learning about the 

animals that live there.  We will then compare cold climates to hot climates in the world and focusing on 

Kenya. We will be learning about the Kapiti Plain and the animals that live there. We will also be celebrating 

Chinese New Year this term and experiencing a Bird Enrichmen morning with the rest of KS1, which we do 

every year to take part in the RSPB Big School’s Birdwatch. 

Literacy- For Literacy lessons, we will be focusing on segmenting and spelling words and captions, learning 

about different parts of books and introducing full stops. We will have two focus stories this half term- One 

Snowy Night by Nick Butterworth and Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain by  Vera Aardema. These will link to 

our topic of winter and hot climates and will lead us to writing captions, labels and making our own 

information leaflets! 

Phonics-  Over the next 6 weeks,  we will finish the rest of the Phase 3 phonemes and then moving onto Phase 

3 Mastery part of our Phonics scheme Unlocking Letters and Sounds where we revisit all the phonemes we 

have learnt in Phase 3. The phonemes we will focus on this half term are: 

oi ow air ear ure er 

 The common exception words we will be learning are: 

are my her 

We will be introducing ‘Afternoon Jobs’ for our time straight after lunch. This will be a carousel of activities 

focusing on handwriting, finger gym challenges, fine motor activities and guided reading sessions.  

Maths - Our work in Maths will include some recording with mental and practical activities. I plan to focus 

particularly on problem solving, so the children are aware of how to use the maths skills they are learning in 

real life situations.  The maths focus will begin with understanding number bonds, and using addition and 

subtraction with part-part-whole models. We will be celebrating the numbers 6,7,8,9 and 10 using our 

Numberblock friends, making pairs and composition and comparing of numbers. As part of our ‘Shape, 

Space and Measure’ Maths, we will focus on measuring mass, length and height.  

Physical Development- Our P.E sessions will continue to take place on Tuesday afternoon with our sports 

coach Tom. The focus for this half term is Fundamentals which covers running, hopping, balancing, 

changing direction and jumping. These sessions will mostly take place in the school hall. Please remember to 

send your child in in P.E kits on a Tuesday. 

Expressive Arts and Design- As part of their creative development, the children will continue to take part in 

the weekly music session with the theme of ‘Everyone!’ focusing on beat and rhythm. Our art lessons will 

mainly focus on cutting skills, collages and continuing to learn another type of join.  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development- Our Learning Behaviour focus for this half term will be 

Motivation.  In our PSHE circle time sessions we will be discussing choices, consequences, kindness and 

oral health. Our R.E focus for this half term will be ‘How can we help others when they need it?’  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coats 

Your child should come to school with a coat everyday that they are able to put on independently. If your child 

comes in with hats, scarves or gloves, please can you make sure they are labelled so we can get them back 

to the correct child. 

Sound Packs 

Don’t forget to practise sounds and Common Exception words at home! It is helpful to keep practising these 

especially the digraphs, as they are harder to remember. The more we can recognise and say the phoneme, 

the more confident we will be at using them in our reading and writing.  

Please ensure your child’s sound pack is in their bags on a Friday for updating. 

Reading Books 

Please can you ensure that your child’s reading record and reading book remains in their book bag every 

day.  If you read with your child at home, we ask that you record this in the reading record- even if it is just the 

book name and a tick. This will help us know how many times your child has read their reading books and 

when they need to be changed. We ask that your child reads their reading books three times before moving 

onto a new book. Book changing days will continue to be on Tuesdays and Fridays.  

Website 

Don’t forget to check out our class page on the school website to find out what we have been learning about 

in Acorn class and what we are learning about the following week. I will continue to add any wow moments to 

Tapestry also. 

WOW wall 

Don’t forget to send in any wow moments for our class wow wall- we love sharing them with our friends! 

Library Visits 

Our library visit slot will continue to be Monday afternoons. Every week, the children will be able to visit the 

library and pick a new non-fiction book to enjoy at home. Please can these books be in your child’s bookbag 

on Mondays. The school library is also open on Wednesday’s after school for you to visit with your child and 

pick a new fiction storybook. Please come and visit! 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES! 

Below you will find a few dates to note in your diaries for the following half term.  

Friday 27th Jan- RSPB Big School’s Birdwatch Enrichment Morning with Oak and Ash class 

Wednesday 18th Jan- Chinese New Year Enrichment Morning 

Friday 10th Feb- Class Photographs 

Show & Tell Schedule   

Show & Tell will take place on Friday afternoons. This is a chance for your child to bring in something special to share with the 

class. I have allocated children per week to share their object, so please ensure your child brings their show and tell only on 

their allocated date. 

Friday 13th January Eddie, Sidney, Charlie, Jasper L & Albert 

Friday 20th January Henry, Theo, Poppy, Margot & Molly 

Friday 27th January Stanley, Thomas, Dylan, Oscar & Reggie 

Friday 3rd February Bertie, Jasper M, Louie, Polly, Ada 

Friday 10th  February James, Rex, Oliver, Walter, Lily-Rose & Daisie 

 


